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Please see below update on how Allina Health is managing the outbreak of COVID-19 
and working to ensure access to health care and the safety of our patients. It is based on 
the latest information and guidance from state and federal agencies, which frequently 
change. We also highlight our greatest needs which can helped by federal and state 
policymakers. Finally, check out the Allina Health media blog for the latest interviews and 
stories. We hope you find this update informative. – The Allina Health Public Affairs 
Team 

Current Status 

Allina Health remains focused on all aspects of the response in the communities we 
serve and are making changes as the situation continues to rapidly evolve. Our priority 
remains keeping our staff and patients safe. 
  
Allina Health Providers Featured in Google Thank You Ad for National Doctors 
Day - New 
Abbott Northwestern Hospital residents are featured in a new Google ad recognizing and 
thanking health care providers from across the globe. The ad was created to honor 
National Doctors Day, March 30, and to respond to all-time high searches for “how to 
help” and “how to thank a healthcare provider.” To view the ad, 
visit: https://about.google/intl/ALL_us/stories/thank-you-medical-community/. Allina 
Health’s providers are featured at the 38 second mark. 
  
Phillips Eye Institute Surgeries Move to Abbott Northwestern Hospital Main 
Campus - New 
Beginning today, Allina Health is temporarily moving Phillips Eye Institute (PEI) surgeries 
to the main campus of Abbott Northwestern Hospital (ANW), as a result of our 
organization’s decision to only perform surgery necessary to preserve life and limb, 
including eyesight, to minimize the potential for asymptomatic transmission of COVID-19. 
PEI surgeons were granted surgical privileges at ANW when it became a remote campus 
of the hospital in 2019.  
  
The PEI Compounding Pharmacy and retail pharmacy will remain open. Additionally, as 
part of our surge planning, PEI will be assessed as a potential COVID-19 cohort site of 
care. 
  
PEI’s history has always been one of meeting the unique needs of the community – from 
its founding as Mt. Saini Hospital, to possibly serving as a cohort site of care for COVID-
19. We are proud that tradition will continue. 
  

http://www.allinanews.com/
https://about.google/intl/ALL_us/stories/thank-you-medical-community/


Allina Health Supports Expanding Testing to High Risk Populations, 
Including  First Responders - New 
Allina Health has been in contact with many of its local government partners across its 
service area. One concern that has consistently been elevated is the critical need to 
increase access to testing for first responders so that critical services can be maintained 
throughout the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. As testing capacity stabilizes and 
hopefully expands, Allina Health supports the state developing plans for testing additional 
high risk populations like first responders or people living with underlying health 
conditions.  
  
Support Calls for Blood Donations 
There continues to be a blood shortage across the nation and state and our blood 
donation partners are asking people to donate. See the American Red Cross blood 
drives and Memorial Blood Center for locations where you can safely donate blood. The 
American Red Cross has established a Rapid Pass to allow individuals to pre-register. 

Federal Needs and Requests 

         Urge HHS and FDA to ramp up production of testing supplies including collection 
instruments (i.e. swabbing and media) and chemicals needed to complete tests. 
Rapidly dispatch any national stockpile sources. - Urgent 

         Increase supply of items (in addition to testing) needed for the response 
including personal protective equipment, cleaning supplies and medical 
equipment. - Urgent 

         We want to thank the congressional delegation for approving the CARES Act, 
providing financial relief for hospitals providing care to COVID-19 patients. 

         Request Congress provide assistance for hospitals investing in infrastructure and 
a full payroll tax credit or other mechanism to offset uncompensated care, bad 
debt and charity care costs for treating coronavirus patients. 

State Needs and Requests 

 We thank the legislature for approving needed regulatory relief for health care 
providers and additional funding to help combat the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 We thank the Walz administration for providing regulatory relief related to health 
care provider licensure. 

 We request legislation continue to be carefully vetted to ensure there are no 
unintended consequences that will impede the health care response to COVID-
19. 

 We have emerging concerns related to chronically ill patients being able to 
access their routine, but critical care. Physicians have reported concerns related 
to patients being able to obtain rides to dialysis appointments. If patients cannot 
access regular care they are at risk of an acute care crisis which would add 
pressure on EMS and hospitals. Please ensure non-emergency transport is 
considered to be an essential service.   

https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html
https://www.mbc.org/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/manage-my-donations/rapidpass.html


 

Resources 

         Allina Health Coronavirus Screening 
         Centers for Disease Control 
         Minnesota Department of Health 
         Minnesota Department of Education 
         Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
         Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

    

 

https://www.allinahealth.org/coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/index.html
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/index.htm
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/2019-novel-coronavirus

